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THE WEATHER
 

Spring 1972
  

March ­ Unusual ly  warm weather  of  ra ther  short  durat ion 
(one to  three days)  was per iodical ly  regular,  and 
temperatures  averaged 40 degrees  or  higher  on ten 
of  these days;  but  overal l  the month averaged 0.45 
degrees  cooler  than normal .  Precipi ta t ion on 13 
days totaled 2.7 inches and was in  def ic i t  0 .16 inches.  
Ice  cover  on Lake Erie  was moderately extensive 
through the 5th,  open with extensive shore ice  through 
the 11th,  var iable  offshore ice  f ie lds  through the 
19th,  and open waters  thereaf ter.  

Apri l  ­ Temperatures  averaged 1.0 degrees  cooler  than normal  
while  precipi ta t ion total ing 3.40 inches was barely 
in  def ic i t  by .01 inches.  Cool  spel ls  occurred pr in­
cipal ly  during the f i rs t  9  days and again during the 
24th to  28th.  All  measurable  snow fel l  in  the ini t ia l  
cool  per iod with a  maximum of  2  inches on the ground 
on the 8th.  In  a l l ,  precipi ta t ion occurred on 19 days 
but  sunshine s t i l l  averaged 54 percent  of  the t ime 
possible .  Lake Erie  was open al l  month while  inland 
waters  remained subject  to  t ransient  ic ing during the 
f i rs t  8  days.  

May ­ The month was a  l i t t le  warmer and wet ter  than normal ,  
with temperatures  averaging 1.0 degrees  above normal ,  
and the total  precipi ta t ion of  3 .74 inches provided 
an excess  of  0 .22 inches.  Cooler  than normal  temper­
atures  prevai led only in  the per iod from the 4th to  
12th.  Precipi ta t ion was measurable  on 9 days in  a l l  
and except  for the 30th,  i t  a l l  occurred during the 
f i rs t  15 days.  Winds from souther ly  quarters  were 
dominant  about  two-thirds  of  the t ime.  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

The spr ing season was,  in  the opinion of  most ,  one of  the most  
interest ing and rewarding in  recent  years .  This  season began with the con­
t inuing presence of  many of  our  i r regular  winter  vis i tors--Evening 
Grosbeaks,  Redpol ls ,  Pine Siskin and Snowy Owl.  

As the season progressed,  indicat ion was given by many ear ly  
arr ivals  of  the soon-to-come northward migrat ion.  While  an ear ly  Purple  
Mart in  made an appearance on March 12,  Snow Buntings were s t i l l  being 
reported on March 13.  The f i rs t  Broad-winged Hawk was reported on 
March 19,  yet  a  Rough-legged Hawk remained unt i l  Apri l  23.  These obser­
vat ions previewed the spr ing appearance of  many individual ly  noteworthy 
species  which included Red-necked Grebe,  Eared Grebe,  Sandhi l l  Crane,  
King Rai l ,  Wil le t ,  Sprague’s  Pipi t ,  Swainson’s  Warbler,  Brewster ’s  
Warbler  and Prair ie  Warbler.  The foregoing and other  aspects  of  the 
spr ing season wil l  be discussed in  greater  detai ls  in  the fol lowing para­
graphs.  

Waterfowl.  The Common Loon was reported on few occasions this  spr ing.  
A s ingle  bird,  however,  was noted at  Lorain Harbor  on May 13 where i t  
remained to  the end of  the per iod (Stasko and Ward) .  

Although sporadic  appearances of  Horned Grebe occurred pr ior  to  
mid-Apri l ,  peak populat ions were not  recorded unt i l  Apri l  8  to  16 when 
the majori ty  of  reports  were made.  Pied-bi l led Grebe were recorded in  
small  numbers  regular ly  throughout  March and Apri l .  (See Noteworthy 
Records sect ion for  the reports  of  the Eared and Red-necked Grebe.)  

Whist l ing Swans were observed dai ly  in  var ious sect ions of  the 
Cleveland region from March 6 to  26.  The only s izable  migrat ion reported 
was on March 19 when several  f locks total ing approximately 800 birds  
were heard and observed in  1ate  evening as  they passed above a  
Painesvi l le  res idence (Booth) .  This  same large movement  was also noted 
separately by a  Mentor  observer  (Fais) .  

Least  Bi t tern.  This  e lusive species ,  which was not  recorded in  1970 and 
reported only once in  1971,  was observed on four  occasions in  May 
Observat ions of  s ingle  birds  occurred at  Holden Arboretum on May 7 and 
20 (Hammond) and on May 14 (Bole,  Jr. ) .  The other  report  occurred on 
May 14 when one was noted at  Lakeview [Lake View] C e m e t e r y ( B a u m ) .  
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Hawk Migrat ion.  Migratory movement  was reported regular ly  this  
spr ing with most  large movements  of  hawks being reported from 
western sect ions of  the Cleveland region.  

Sharp-shinned,  Cooper ’s ,  Red-tai led,  Red-shouldered,  Marsh 
and Sparrow Hawks were reported regular ly  throughout  the season.  
There were also several  reports  during the per iod of  Rough-legged 
Hawks (2)  and Osprey (11) .  The highl ight  of  the season,  however,  is  
a lways the large movements  of  Broad-winged Hawks.  As wil l  be indi­
cated in  the fol lowing paragraphs,  the largest  f l ights  were reported on 
Apri l  15 and 23.  

With the except ion of  Apri l  30,  good f l ights  of  hawks were not  
encountered along the lakefront  this  spr ing.  The extensive inland 
movements  of  Apri l  15 and 23 were not  evident  a long the shorel ine 
(Klamm).  

Migratory movement  was noted as  ear ly  as  March 19 when 
nineteen birds  and s ix  species  were reported from Elmwood Park in  
Rocky River.  A summary of  spr ing reports  f rom this  area fol lows:  

March 19 Apri l  1  

1  -  Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 -  Turkey Vulture  
1  -  Cooper ’s  Hawk 3 -  Sharp-shinned Hawk 

15 -  Red-tai led Hawk 1 -  Cooper ’s  Hawk 
1 -  Rough-legged Hawk 12 -  Red-tai led Hawk 
1 -  Sparrow Hawk 1 -  Red-shouldered Hawk 

1 -  Marsh Hawk 
3 -  Sparrow Hawk 

Apri l  15 
1 -  Turkey Vulture  Apri l  23 

32 -  Sharp-shinned Hawk 
1 -  Cooper ’s  Hawk 1 -  Red-shouldered Hawk 

245 -  Broad-winged Hawk 160 -  Broad-winged Hawk 
2 -  Marsh Hawk 1 -  Rough-legged Hawk 
1 -  Osprey 
1 -  Sparrow Hawk 

May 18 

1 -  Cooper ’s  Hawk 
4 -  Red-tai led Hawk 

10 -  Red-shouldered Hawk 
70 -  Broad-winged Hawk 
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As can be seen,  “Red-tai led Hawk dominated on the f i rs t  two 
dates  and Broad-winged Hawk on the las t  three dates .  All  observa­
t ions were made at  Elmwood Park in  Rocky River  except  the May 
18th date ,  which was near  the St inchcomb Memorial”  in  Rocky River  
Reservat ion (Stasko) .  

The most  unusual  and unseasonal  report  came from Medina on 
March 19 when eight  Broad-winged Hawks were observed.  Two Red-
tai led Hawks,  two Marsh Hawks,  and a  lone Red-shouldered Hawk 
were also reported from the same area (Baum).  

Shorebird Migrat ion.  The spr ing shorebird migrat ion in  the Cleveland 
region is  not  general ly  typif ied by any great  numbers  or  var ie ty.  This  
season,  however,  brought  regular  observat ions of  many species .  The 
highl ights  include:  Black-bel l ied Plover,  May 13 and 20 (Scheibe and 
Hammond);  Ruddy Turnstone,  May 13 (Hammond);  Wil le t ,  Apri l  29 
(Ward);  Least  Sandpiper,  May 13 (Scheibe) ;  Dowitcher,  May 7 and 15 
(Klamm and Hocevar) .  There were numerous reports  of  Semipalmated 
Plover,  Kil ldeer,  Woodcock,  Common Snipe,  Spot ted and Sol i tary 
Sandpipers ,  Lesser  and Greater  Yel lowlegs,  Dunlin and Semipalmated 
Sandpiper.  Most  reports  came from White  Ci ty.  

Gulls  and Terns.  “Herr ing,  Ring-bi l led and Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were in  
typical  abundance with peak populat ion levels  present  in  the March 
25 -  Apri l  10 per iod” (Klamm).  Glaucous and Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  were cont inual ly  reported from Lorain Harbor  unt i l  March 20.  
The Li t t le  Gull  and Black-legged Kit t iwake were also reported from 
Lorain.  (Detai ls  of  these observat ions are  included in  the Noteworthy 
Records Sect ion.)  

Caspian Terns were present  on many dates  in  Apri l ,  wi th  the 
largest  assemblage of  95 noted on Apri l  28 at  Lorain Harbor  (Ward) .  
There were only two May records,  the las t  being the observat ion of  
two birds  on May 31 at  White  Ci ty  (Hocevar) .  

A s ingle  Black Tern was reported from the lakefront  when one 
was ident i f ied on May 13 at  Fairport  Harbor.  The only other  report  of  
Black Terns occurred on May 30 when four  were noted at  Mogadore 
Reservoir  (Knight) .  

Blue Jay Migrat ion.  The annual  eastward migrat ion of  jays  was again 
wel l  documented this  spr ing.  All  reports ,  however,  were made from 
the Lake Erie  Shorel ine.  The ini t ia l  observat ion of  migrat ing jays  was 
noted on March 12 when small  bands were seen moving along the 
lakefront  (Raynes) .  
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On Apri l  30 a  lakefront  migrat ion,  f rom west  to  east  s tar ted 
with heavy f l ights  averaging 2200 per  hour  unt i l  noon,  then the rate  
dwindled to  150 per  hour  unt i l  1 :15 PM and tapered off  to  a  t r ickle  
thereaf ter.  Strong movements  were again observed on May 13,  and,  
f inal ly,  on May 23 when the average rate  was 350 per  hour  (Klamm).  

For  two and one-half  hours  on the morning of  May 12,  an 
observer  ta l l ied the eastward passage of  Blue Jays at  Huntington 
Beach.  On this  sunny,  warm morning,  a  total  of  481 jays  were 
observed.  331 were noted. in  the f i rs t  45 minutes  (9:00 to  9:45 AM),  
with the largest  f lock consis t ing of  150 birds .  During the f inal  45 
minutes  (11:15 to  noon) ,  a  f lock of  26 and a  s ingle  jay were al l  that  
passed.  All  of  the Blue Jays fol lowed a  narrow corr idor  of  f l ight  
extending from a few hundred feet  off  shore to  a  few hundred feet  
inland,  a l though most  passed over  the land rather  than the water  
(Newman).  

Warbler  Migrat ion.  Reports  were made by many observers .  General  
comments  indicate  that  the warbler  wave was very good this  spr ing.  
However,  i t  appeared to  be ear l ier  and perhaps of  shorter  durat ion 
than in  recent  years .  Comments  of  the spr ing warbler  migrat ion 
include:  “Warblers  appear  to  be recovering wel l .  Best  warbler  show in 
25 years”  at  Kir t land Hil ls  (Bole ,  Jr. ) ;  “Warblers  average in  numbers  
of  species ,  few in numbers  of  individuals”  (Booth) .  

Several  contr ibutors  noted individual  dates  of  warbler  
concentrat ions.  A summary of  these dates  include:  “In the 
May 6 -  13 per iod,  concentrat ions were of ten excel lent ,  but  
var ie ty and dis t r ibut ion were weak.  In  the May 14 -  21 per iod,  
var ie ty  and dis t r ibut ion were fair ly  good,  while  in  the per iod af ter  
May 21,  numbers  and dis t r ibut ion were qui te  lean” (Klamm).  

“May 5 -  14 a  nice warbler  wave” (Raynes) .  “Warbler  migrat ion 
was good during the week of  May 14th” (Szabo) .  “May 14th most  
warbler  species” (Booth) .  Another  reporter  observed “A sizeable  
movement  on May 14”,  for  on the morning of  that  day 16 species  
were recorded including good numbers  of  Chestnut-s ided,  Bay-breast­
ed,  and Cape May Warblers  (Newman).  “May 15th and 18th were the 
best  day for  spr ing migrat ion -  84 species  with 21 specie  of  warblers  
on the 15th.  76 species  on the 18th with 18 specie  of  warblers”  
(Stasko) .  The best  weekends in  Rocky River  were May 14 and 21.  
This  spr ing there  was a  not icable  [not iceable]  absence of  American 
Redstar ts  and Myrt le  Warblers  in  our  area” (Siebert) .  “The heaviest  
warbler  migrat ion seemed to  be May 15 to  19” (Ulr ich) .  
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Status  of  Mockingbird.  The only regular  report  of  this  southern 
species  in  recent  years  has  been the resident  bird in  Wil loughby Hil ls .  
On March 12 this  bird was observed with an apparent  mate .  One bird 
was again noted on March 25 (Scheibe) .  

Several  other  records of  individual  birds  include the 
report  of  one on Apri l  18 at  the Erie  Street  Cemetery in  downtown 
Cleveland (Leach) ,  one on May 14 near  Shaker  Blvd (Raynes) ,  one at  
a  res idence in  Waite  Hil l  on May 18 (Gaede)  and one was noted at  
Lakeview [Lake View] Cemetery on Apri l  8  (Baum).  

Finches.  The dramatic  winter  incursion of  Evening Grosbeaks,  
Common Redpol ls  and Pine Siskin cont inued wel l  into May.  A 
summary of  the spr ing records of  these species  fol lows.  

Evening Grosbeaks cont inued to  be reported throughout  the 
region this  spr ing.  (1)  A f lock of  up to  25 birds  remained at  the 
feeding s ta t ion at  Holden Arboretum where they were las t  seen on 
Apri l  15 (Hammond).  (2)  Reports  of  up to  ten birds  occurred at  a  
feeder  in  Kir t land Hil ls  and were las t  noted on Apri l  24 (Bole,  Jr. ) .  
(3)  Grosbeaks were sporadic  vis i tors  to  a  Painesvi l le  feeding s ta t ion 
where 26 birds  were las t  recorded on Apri l  26 (Booth) .  (4)  A large 
f lock that  wintered at  a  Kir t land Hil ls  feeding s ta t ion was las t  
reported on Apri l  25 by which t ime i t  had dwindled to  twenty-f ive 
birds  (Daniels) .  (5)  A f lock that  had wintered at  a  Wil loughby Hil ls  
res idence dwindled in  ear ly  May and was las t  seen on May 14 when 
two birds  remained (Skaggs) .  (6)  A f lock total ing up to  a  dozen birds  
was reported from Waite  Hil l  in  March and Apri l  and was las t  seen on 
Apri l  24 when a  s ingle  bird remained (Sherwin) .  (7)  A small  f lock 
numbering up to  f ive birds  was reported on several  dates  in  March 
and Apri l  f rom Chester land and was las t  noted on Apri l  24 (Gaede) .  
(8)  A f lock of  up to  11 birds  wintered at  a  res idence in  West  Geauga 
and remained unt i l  Apri l  24 (Kremm).  (9)  A large f lock remained at  a  
res idence in  Chagrin Fal ls  unt i l  the la te  date  of  May 13 (Engl ish) .  
(10)  Evening Grosbeaks remained at  a  feeder  in  Chardon unt i l  May 1 
(Spare) .  (11)  The las t  report  of  this  species  occurred on May 18 at  a  
feeding s ta t ion in  North Royal ton where four  birds  were ident i f ied 
(Michalski  f ide Newman).  

Other  observat ions of  sporadic  vis i tors  and/or  lesser  numbers  
were received from the fol lowing locat ions:  Strongsvi l le  (Hocevar) ;  
North Chagrin (Scheibe and Kitson);  Mentor  (Hammond);  Rocky 
River  (Klamm and Stasko);  Brecksvi l le  Reservat ion (Knight) ;  
Chardon (Ramisch);  and Kent  (Dexter) .  
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Common Redpoll .  Redpol ls  were reported frequent ly  in  March 
and ear ly  Apri l .  Many reports  were of  small  f locks at  feeders ,  which 
might  indicate  their  re la t ive abundance elsewhere.  A Chardon observer  
noted that  “Redpol ls  must  have been present  in  great  numbers .  I  would 
see at  least  one f lock of  20 to  40 birds  each day,  and would observe 
them wherever  I  might  go in  the Chardon area.”  This  f lock was las t  
seen on Apri l  16 (Spare) ,  which was the la tes t  report  for  1972.  Small  
groups of  redpol ls  were noted at  home feeders  in  several  areas:  
Broadview Heights  (Allenson);  Strongsvi l le  (Hocevar) ;  Shaker  Heights  
(Peskin) ;  Painesvi l le  (Booth) ;  Chagrin Fal ls  (Engl ish) ;  Wil loughby 
Hil ls  (Ramisch and Skaggs) ;  Holden Arboretum and Mentor  
(Hammond);  Kir t land Hil ls  (Daniels) ;  and Lyndhurst  (Kitson) .  Other  
observat ions of  redpol ls  were reported from Shaker  Lakes (Leach)  and 
Rocky River  Reservat ion (Stasko) .  

Pine Siskin.  This  i r regular  vis i tor  was noted cont inual ly  
throughout  the per iod,  of ten at  feeders .  Although there  were many 
observat ions in  ear ly  May,  the las t  report  came from Wil loughby Hil ls  
on May 19,  where a  f lock of  up to  50 individuals  had remained.  Three 
hundred individuals  were banded at  this  locat ion this  spr ing (Skaggs) .  
Other  reports  came from Kir t land Hil ls  (Daniels  and Bole,  Jr. ) ;  
Mentor  Headlands (Hammond);  Chagrin Fal ls  (Engl ish) ;  Chardon 
(Schinagle  f ide Spare) ,  Rocky River  Reservat ion (Klamm, Siebert ,  
Stasko);  Waite  Hil l  (Sherwin);  and Wil loughby (Proudfoot) .  

A Summary of  Early and Late  Dates .  As is  not  uncommon during the 
spr ing,  this  season produced a  large number of  ear ly  and la te  migrants .  
Although many of  the observat ions are  not  new records for  the region,  
most  are  worthy of  recogni t ion.  

Early Arr ivals  

Field Sparrow -  March 5 (Daniels)  
Savannah Sparrow -  March 12 (Scheibe)  
Broad-winged Hawk -  March 19 (Baum) 
Swamp Sparrow -  Apri l  3  (Hocevar)  
Chipping Sparrow- -  Apri l  3  (Siebert)  
Henslow’s Sparrow -  Apri l  15 (Klamm) 
Louisiana Water thrush -  Apri l  15 (Leach)  
Hooded Warbler  -  Apri l  23 (Hammond) 
Orange Crowned Warbler  -  Apri l  23 (Hammond) 
Whip-poor-wil l  -  Apri l  24 (Newman) 
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Late  Stragglers  

Snow Bunting -  March 13 (Hocevar)  
White-winged Scoter  -  Apri l  9  (Ward)  
Oldsquaw -  Apri l  15 (Engl ish)  
Rough-legged Hawk -  Apri l  23 (Stasko)  
White-winged Crossbi l l  -  Apri l  30 (Skaggs)  
Green-winged Teal  - May 6 (Hammond) 
Fox Sparrow -  May 9 (Knight)  
Buff lehead -  May 14 (Bole,  Jr. )  
Common Merganser  -  May 15 (Ward)  
Rusty Blackbird -  May 21 (Spare)  
White- throated Sparrow -  May 26 (Leach)  
Common Loon -  May 31 (Ward)  
Caspian Tern - May 31 (Hocevar)  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red-necked Grebe -  An adul t  was observed at  Hinckley take on Apri l  
16.  This  rare  t ransient  was recorded on the f i rs t  Spring walk at  
Hinckley Reservat ion and was viewed by many observers  (Brubaker  
f ide Wall in) .  

Eared Grebe - This  rare  vis i tor  appeared on March 20 when one was 
closely observed at  Lorain Harbor  (Ward) .  

Common Egret  -  (1)  One was reported from Horseshoe Lake in  Shaker  
Heights  on Apri l  16 (Peskin) .  (2)  A s ingle  bird was observed in  f l ight  
on May 7 in  Rocky River  Reservat ion (Stasko) .  (3)  One was reported 
from Lorain Harbor  on May 15 where i t  remained for  the ent i re  day 
(Ward) .  

Black-crowned Night  Heron -The only report  of  this  species  came from 
Navert i l ’s  Lake in  Medina on Apri l  15,  when two adul ts  were observed 
(Allenson and Hocevar) .  

Yel low-crowned Night  Heron - This  rare  spr ing vis i tor  was 
reported on the Apri l  30 Holden Arboretum birdwalk (Bole,  Jr. ) .  

Oldsquaw -  (1)  A “female in  brown summer plummage [plumage]” 
was observed at  the Muny Light  Plant  on Apri l  8  (Klamm).  (2)  An 
unprecedented observat ion of  this  species  occurred when 14 and 53 
were reported from LaDue Reservoir  on Apri l  12 and 15 (Engl ish) .  

White-winged Scoter  -  (1)  An adul t  male  and female were discovered 
near  the East  Ninth Street  pier  on Apri l  8 .  Another  tardy female was 
reported on Apri l  15 at  the Lakewood lakefront  (Klamm).  (2)  An adul t  
male  was present  a t  Lorain Harbor  on Apri l  9  (Ward) .  
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Common Scoter  -  A female was noted on March 11 swimming and 
diving with other  ducks near  the East  Ninth Street  pier  (Klamm).  

Common Merganser  -  A very la te  female appeared on Lorain lakefront  
on May 15 (Ward) .  

Rough-legged Hawk -  Although regular ly  reported this  winter,  there  
were only two spr ing s ight ings of  this  northern vis i tor.  Single  birds  
were ident i f ied on March 19 and Apri l  23 at  Elmwood Park in  Rocky 
River  (Stasko) .  

Sandhi l l  Crane -  An adul t  was observed and eventual ly  photographed 
at  the Sherwin Pond in  Waite  Hil l .  This  bird was or iginal ly  ident i f ied 
by an unknown Akron couple  on Apri l  23 and was subsequent ly  seen 
by many observers  (Skaggs et  a l )  and was las t  reported on May 5 
(Sherwin) .  This  marks the f i rs t  spr ing record s ince March 1966.  

King Rai l  -  A s ingle  bird was f lushed from the same area in  Mentor  
Marsh on May 7 and May 14 (Hammond).  This  is  the f i rs t  observat ion 
of  this  e lusive species  s ince 1968.  

Virginia  Rai l  -  (1)  A s ingle  individual  was f lushed several  t imes on 
Apri l  22 at  the Streetsboro Bog (Allenson and Hocevar) .  (2)  One was 
f lushed from a cat ta i l  pool  on May 2 at  Hanging Rock Farm in 
Kir t land Hil ls  (Bole ,  Jr. ) .  (3)  Four  were noted at  Mentor  marsh 
[Marsh]  on May 10 (Sauter) .  

Black-bel l ied Plover  -  (1)  One was viewed as  i t  fed in  the short  grass  
a t  Burke Lakefront  Airport  on May 13 (Scheibe) .  (2)  On May 20,  one 
was observed at  Mentor  Headlands State  Park (Hammond).  

Ruddy Turnstone - This  rare  spr ing migrant .  was reported from 
Fairport  Harbor  on May 13 where i t  was seen on “the concrete  
base of  the l ight  marking the east  s ide of  the entrance to  the 
outer  harbor” (Hammond).  

Wil le t  -  A s ingle  individual  was observed on Apri l  29 at  Lorain 
Harbor  (Ward) .  This  marks only the second spr ing record in  the past  
twenty years .  

Glaucous Gull  -  One was present  on March 5 at  Lorain Harbor  
(Stasko) .  Addit ional  observat ions of  a  s ingle  bird,  probably the same 
individual ,  were made on s ix  dates  in  March with the las t  being 
March 25 (Ward) .  
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Li t t le  Gull  -  An adul t  was ident i f ied at  Lorain Harbor  ear ly  
in  the morning of  Apri l  27 (Ward) .  This  European gul l  is  now 
being reported regular ly  in  small  numbers .  Spring reports ,  
however,  cont inue to  be extremely unusual  in  the Cleveland 
region.  

Black-legged Kit t iwake -  An immature was present  a t  Lorain Harbor  
on March 6,  11,  and 16 (Ward) .  This  is  probably the same bird 
reported in  February.  

Snowy Owl -  (1)  The bird that  was reported this  winter  a t  
Lorain Harbor  was las t  observed on March 2 (f ide Ward) .  
(2)  One was discovered and observed closely as  i t  perched 
in  a  t ree  near  a  Painesvi l le  res idence on March 30 (f ide Booth) .  

Cl i ff  Swallow -  (1)  One was ident i f ied at  the Holden Arboretum 
on May 6,  13 and 14 (Bole,  Jr.  and Scheibe) .  (2)  On May 9,  one 
individual  was observed feeding with other  swal lows over  Lower 
Shaker  Lake (Knight) .  

Purple  Mart in  -  On the very ear ly  date  of  March 12,  one was 
observed in  Chardon (Spare) .  

Sprague’s  Pipi t  -  On May 25,  a t  the Erie  Street  Cemetery in  down­
town Cleveland,  three birds  were closely observed,  as  they 
fed in  the grass  (Leach) .  This  is  the f i f th  record for  the 
region s ince the ini t ia l  report  in  1961.  

Loggerhead Shrike - This  bird was reported regular ly  during the 
spr ing season beginning with (1)  the observat ion of  one on the cam­
pus of  Case-Western Reserve Universi ty  on March 25 (Sauter) .  (2)  
At  mid-morning on March 26,  one was seen perched in  a  t ree  a t  the 
edge of  the lagoon at  White  Ci ty  (Newman).  (3)  One was reported 
from Waite  Hil l  on Apri l  6  (Gaede) .  (4)  A s ingle  bird was ident i f ied 
in  a  f ie ld  near  Camp Cheerful  in  Strongsvi l le  on Apri l  9  (Stasko) .  
(5)  In  ear ly  morning of  Apri l  16 one was s tudied as  i t  perched in  
[ th]  the edge of  a  f ie ld  west  of  the Chagrin River  and north of  
Roger ’s  Road (Kitson) .  

White-eyed Vireo -  (1)  One was observed on May 8 and 9 at  
Lower Shaker  Lake (Knight) ,  (2)  One was ident i f ied s inging in  a  
t ree  near  a  Lyndhurst  res idence on May 14 (Kitson) .  (3)  A s ingle  
bird was also reported from Rocky River  on May 14 (Klamm).  (4)  
One was observed in  Rocky River  Reservat ion on May 15 (Stasko) .  
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Prothonotary Warbler  - The only spr ing s ight ing of  this  warbler  
occurred on May 7 when a  s ingle  bird was present  near  the new 
Interpret ive Center  in  Rocky River  Reservat ion (Stasko) .  

Swainson’s  Warbler  - This  rare  southern warbler  made an appearance 
along the East  Branch of  the Chagrin River  in  Chardon Township,  
where i t  was observed and repeatedly heard s inging in  ear ly  evening 
on May 13 (Tkac) .  

Golden-winged Warbler  - There were an extraordinary number of  
s ight ings of  this  warbler.  (1)  The f i rs t  appearance was recorded on 
May 7 when a  s ingle  bird was seen at  Lower Shaker  Lake (Peskin) .  
(2)  Two were seen at  Lower Shaker  Lake on May 8 and one remained 
on May 9 (Knight) .  (3)  A s ingle  bird was ident i f ied at  a  Lyndhurst  
res idence on May 10 (Kitson) .  (4)  A report  of  a  s ingle  bird came 
from Rocky River  Reservat ion on May 14 (Klamm).  (5 . )  Single  birds  
were reported from Furnace Run Metropol i tan Park on May 15 and 
May 19 (Allenson) .  

Brewster ’s Warbler  - This  hybrid was observed searching for  insects  
in  hawthorn t rees  a t  the F.  A.  Seiber l ing Nature  Center  in  Akron on 
May 17 (Szabo) .  

Pine Warbler  -  (1)  The f i rs t  report  of  this  warbler  occurred on Apri l  
13 when one was observed at  Brecksvi l le  Reservat ion (Knight) .  (2)  
One was noted on Apri l  25 feeding at  Shaker  Lakes (Leach) .  (3)  A 
s ingle  bird was reported from Waite  Hil l  on Apri l  30 (Raynes) .  

Prair ie  Warbler  -  A male was observed s inging on May 13 at  the 
H.  S.  Wagner  Daffodi l  Trai l ,  Furnace Run Metropol i tan Park (Szabo) .  

Kentucky Warbler  -  (1)  On May 3 one was ident i f ied at  Lower 
Shaker  Lake (Knight  and Raynes) .  (2)  One was reported on May 20 
as  i t  moved near  the bank of  the Tuscarawas River  in  the Firestone 
Metropol i tan Park (Szabo) .  

Hooded Warbler  -  A br ight ly-colored male was seen on Apri l  23 in  a  
wooded sect ion near  the Mentor  Chris tmas Tree Farm (Hammond).  
This  marks a  new ear ly  spr ing date  of  occurrence.  

Orchard Oriole  -  (1)  An adul t  male  was f i rs t  observed on May 1 at  a  
res idence in  Wil loughby Hil ls  and was subsequent ly  seen regular ly  to  
the end of  the per iod (Skaggs) .  (2)  One was reported from Kir t land 
Hil ls  on May 27 (Bole,  Jr. ) .  

White-winged Crossbi l l  -  (1)  Two were seen at  a  res idence in  
Waite  Hil l  on March 21,  and one there  on March 26 and 
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31 (Sherwin) .  (2)  A female,  was ident i f ied at  a  feeder  in  Wil loughby 
Hil ls  on Apri l  30 (Skaggs) .  This  marks a  new late  date  of  occur­
rence,  the previous la te  date  being Apri l  25,  1970.  

Oregon Junco -  (1)  An individual  of  the pink-sided race was noted 
in  a  f lock of  Slate-colored Juncos on Apri l  1  a t  North Chagrin 
Reservat ion (Scheibe) .  (2)  Single  birds  of  the pink-sided race were 
observed at  a  Mentor  res idence on Apri l  2  and 16,  and at  Holden 
Arboretum on Apri l  2  (Hammond).  

Snow Buntings - Three qui te  la te  individuals  were observed on a  
snow bank at  Gordon Park on March 13 (Hocevar) .  

From an Adjoining Local i ty: 

Glossy Ibis  -  In  ear ly  af ternoon on May 6,  an adul t  was ident i f ied as  
i t  f lew past  several  observers  a t  Magee Marsh at  Crane Creek State  
Park (Allenson and Hocevar)  This  bird was again observed on May 
13 by employees of  the park (Van Camp f ide Hocevar) .  This  rare  
southern vis i tor  is  being reported with more frequency from Ohio.  A 
report  f rom Geauga County in  May 1969,  and a  September  1970 
observat ion from the Cleveland lakefront  are  the only known previ­
ous records from the area.  

FIELD NOTES 

Whip-poor-wil l  in  Downtown Cleveland.  On Apri l  20 at  8:15 AM 
with the thermometer  reading 41 degrees ,  I  discovered a  
Whip-poor-wil l  huddled paral le l  to  a  horizontal  l imb of  a  leaf less  
sweet  gum tree on the grounds of  St .  John’s  Cathedral  a t  the busy 
intersect ion of  East  9th Street  and Superior  Avenue in  downtown 
Cleveland.  The bird,  which was about  30 feet  up in  the t ree ,  was 
s t i l l  there  a t  12:40 PM and s t i l l  facing into a  s t i ff  northwest  wind 
which ruff led i ts  breast  feathers .  

There was a  f low of  warm souther ly air  into the Cleveland 
region on Apri l  18 and 19;  and I  bel ieve the Whip-poor-wil l  t raveled 
with this  a i r  f low,  arr iving on the night  of  the 19th or  very ear ly  on 
the morning of  the 20th,  But  before  daybreak on the 20th the weath­
er  changed,  the wind shif t ing to  the northwest  and temperatures  
fa l l ing sharply.  Thus weather  condi t ions may have forced the bird to  
hal t  i ts  migratory journey,  - -Donald L Newman 

From the same area the fol lowing report  was made.  
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After  leaving my off ice  a t  5:00 PM on Apri l  21,  I  walked 
through a  parking lot  a t  9th and St .  Clair  when a  bird.  
f lut tered from under  a  car.  I  fol lowed i t  to  where i t  landed 
and discovered a  Whip-poor-wil l  under  a  car.  I t  a l lowed me 
to  get  qui te  c lose before  f lut ter ing to  a  new spot .  This  was 
undoubtedly the same bird reported a  day before  by Donald 
Newman.  I t  now appeared to  be i l l  and would not  f ly  more 
than a  few yards when dis turbed.  - -Robert  A.  Scheibe,  Jr.  

Chimney Swif ts  and Nighthawks at  Kent  State  Universi ty . 
Chimney Swif ts  re turned to  the Kent  State  Universi ty  Campus,  as  
res idents ,  on Apri l  26.  This  is  la ter  than average,  but  within the 
expected range of  ear ly  and la te  dates  of  arr ival .  The Common 
Nighthawk returned to  the Campus on May 17,  which is  average.  
- -Ralph W. Dexter,  Department  of  Biological  Sciences,  Kent  State  

Universi ty.  

Early Spring Nest ing Notes .  Canada Geese -  A pair  of  geese have 
been observed nest ing on the pond near  Fowles  Road and Big Creek 
Parkway in  Middleburg Heights .  This  is  a  very unusual  observat ion 
for  the West  s ide of  Cleveland.--Genevieve Chambers  

Wood Duck -  A pair  with seven young were reported.  f rom 
a Wickl i ffe  pond on May 14,  and a  parent  and nine new duckl ings 
were seen on a  pond in  Waite  Hil l  on May 20.  - -Meri t  B.  Skaggs 
and Annet te  Flanigan 

Broad-winged Hawk -  A Broad-winged Hawk was observed 
bui lding a  nest  above the ledges at  Virginia  Kendal l  Park on Apri l  
29.  This  species  has  been nest ing in  the same general  area for  
several  years .  - -Bert  L.  Szabo 

Red-headed Woodpecker  -  At  least  one nest ing pair  has  
been observed in  the Shaker  lakes  area.  This  is  the f i rs t  t ime in  
recent  memory that  this  species  has  nested at  Shaker  Lakes.  
- -Perry K.  Peskin 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird -  A hummingbird was observed 
construct ing a  nest  a t  Firestone Metropol i tan Park on May 20 
during a  ra in .  The nest  was located on a  horizontal  l imb about  
30 or  more feet  off  the ground.  I t  was at taching l ichens to  the 
outs ide.  - -Bert  L.  Szabo 

Ruffed Grouse -  On the Sunday morning bird walk on 
Apri l  23 at  O’Neil  Woods Metropol i tan Park,  a  Ruffed Grouse 
was observed and heard as  he commenced his  drumming breeding 
r i tual .  - -Bert  L.  Szabo 
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Addendum: The Vesper  Sparrow observed on December 4,  1971 
and reported in  the Winter  1971-72 issue const i tutes  a  new 
latest  fa l l  date  of  occurrence (See The Cleveland BIRD 
CALENDAR, 68:1,  7) .  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * * * 

AN INVITATION: The Kir t land Bird Club meets  a t  7:45 PM on 
the f i rs t  Wednesday of  each month,  with the except ion of  July 
and August ,  in  the Cleveland Museum of  Natural  History.  
Visi tors  are  a lways welcome to at tend these meet ings.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * * * 

Annual  subscr ipt ions to  the Cleveland BIRD CALENDAR may be 
obtained by mail ing a  check for  $2.00 to  the Cleveland Museum 
of  Natural  History.  Please indicate  any interest  you may have in  
contr ibut ing to  this  publ icat ion and enclose your  mail ing address .  
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